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Honorable Sir: 

Pursuant to a telephone interview with the Examiner in Charge of the present 
application, Mr. Michael Thompson, and Supervisory Patent Examiner, Mr. Brian L. 
Casler, on Thursday, April 1, 2004, Applicant hereby presents this preliminary 
amendment in conjunction with a concurrently filed Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE). The filing of both the RCE and the Preliminary Amendment are timely since the 
sixth month due date for response of April 3, 2004 falls on a Saturday. A request for a 
three-month extension in the due date for response is filed concurrently herewith. 

The Examiner is courteously requested to enter the amendment of January 5, 
2004, together with the concurrently submitted information disclosure, in the order that 


they were received. The claim amendments to follow are made as if those documents 
have already been entered. 


